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MacDonnell Shire joins the Outback Way 
 

MacDonnell Shire Council has committed its support to the Outback Way, the name 
given to the roads that connect Laverton in Western Australia to Winton in 
Queensland, by becoming a member of the Outback Highway Development Council 
(OHDC) Inc. 
 
“Although the majority of the roads on the Outback Way are not the responsibility of 
MacDonnell Shire Council, many of the roads that form part of the upgrade are used 
regularly by our residents based in communities and on pastoral properties,” said 
MacDonnell Shire CEO Wayne Wright. 
 
“We feel it is our responsibility as a Shire Council to ensure we represent our residents 
wherever we can. I know that anyone who travels through MacDonnell Shire on the 
Outback Way on a regular basis will want these roads to be the best possible 
standard,” said Mr Wright. 
 
MacDonnell Shire Council’s representative on the OHDC Inc will be Director 
Infrastructure Mike Freeman, who will link into fortnightly teleconference a with all 
other OHDC Inc members. Once the Council elections are held on October 25, it is 
hoped an elected member will link into these teleconferences. 
 
OHDC Inc has been operating for 10 years to upgrade the Outback Way roads, and 
includes members from Winton Shire, Boulia Shire, Alice Springs Town Council, 
Ngaanyatjarraku Shire and the Shire of Laverton.  
 
“We are extremely pleased to welcome MacDonnell Shire Council onto the OHDC Inc 
and feel they will be able to contribute to as well as gain so much by being a part of 
the project, both as an organisation and as representatives of their Shire residents,” 
said Mr Patrick Hill, Chairman of the OHDC Inc. 
 
“To date we have completed a Social, Cultural and Economic Impact Study which 
triggered the $20 million in funding that is currently being spent on upgrading the 
Outback Way, and we are also completing a $487,000 tourism project which packages 
the Outback Way as a destination and travel experience – it is an exciting time to 
welcome MacDonnell Shire Council aboard,” said Mr Hill. 
 
Further contacts…  
MacDonnell Shire Chief Executive Officer Wayne Wrig ht phone 0409 282 264 
MacDonnell Shire Manager Andrea Martin phone (08) 8 951 5243 
OHDC Inc Chairman Patrick Hill 0419925371 or Execut ive Officer Helen Lewis (07) 4661 7393 
MacDonnell Shire Manager Customer & Information Ser vices Fionn Muster phone 0488 129 729  


