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FINKE LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

THURSDAY,  15 MARCH 2018 
 
 

The Finke Local Authority Meeting of the MacDonnell Regional Council will be held at the 
Community Council Office  on Thursday,  15 March 2018 at  10:30AM . 
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MACDONNELL COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 
TITLE MacDonnell Council Code of Conduct 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
This report contains all of the details about the MacDonnell Council Code of Conduct 
Policy. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Finke Local Authority note the Council Code of Conduct. 
 
 
MacDonnell Regional Council Code of Conduct 

 
Interests of the Council and Community come first 
A member must act in the best interests of the community, its outstations and the 
Council. 

Honesty 
A member must be honest and act the right way (with integrity) when performing official 
duties. 

Taking care 
A member must be careful to make good decisions (diligence), and must not be under 
the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs, when performing official duties. 

Respect/Courtesy 
A member must be respectful to other members, council staff, constituents and 
members of the public. 

Conduct towards council staff 
A member must not direct, reprimand, or interfere in the management of council staff. 

Respect for culture 
A member must respect different cultures, families and language groups (cultural 
diversity) and not be unfair towards others, or the opinions of others, because of their 
background. 

Conflict of interest 
A member must, if possible, avoid conflict of interest between the member's private 
interests (family, other job, business etc.) and duties. 

Where a conflict exists, the member must inform the Council, Local Authority or Council 
Committee and not take part in the discussion or vote. 

Respect for private business 
A member must not share private (confidential) information that they heard as a 
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member, outside of meetings. 

A member must not make improper use of confidential information to gain a benefit or to 
cause harm to another. 

Gifts 
A member must not ask for or encourage gifts or private benefits from anyone who 
might want to do business with or obtain a benefit from Council. 

Accountable 
A member must be able to show that they have made good decisions for the 
community, and have allocated the Council’s resources carefully and to benefit the 
region. 

Failure to comply with this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
The Code of Conduct Policy helps Council to ensure that the: 

• MacDonnell Regional Council (MRC) exercises strong and accountable 
governance; 

• constituents of MRC are aware of the behaviours they can expect from members. 
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CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

ITEM NUMBER 4.2 
TITLE Conflict of Interests 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
This report outlines the minimum standard of behaviour expected of the Local Authority in relation to 
declaring personal or family financial interests that may impact on the performance of their roles and 
ability to make objective decisions. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Finke Local Authority note the Conflict of Interest Policy and declare  
any conflicts either now or as they arise. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
Conflicts of interest arise when members are influenced, or appear to be influenced, by 
personal interests when doing their jobs. The perception of a conflict of interest – the way it 
seems to the public - can be as damaging as an actual conflict, because it undermines 
public confidence in the integrity and fairness of MacDonnell Regional Council (MRC). 
 
Under the Local Government Act, not declaring a conflict of interest or improperly disclosing 
information can lead to imprisonment. 
 
Examples of conflicts of interest and improper disclosure of information: 
Tendering and Purchasing – financial conflict of interest 

• Example: Council has advertised for a contractor for irrigation of a football oval. A 
member is employed by a company which has tendered for the contract. This may 
affect, or it may reasonably be suspected that it could affect, their ability to make an 
unbiased or fair decision when the contract choice is considered by Council. 

Tendering and Purchasing – non-financial conflict of interest 
• Example: A contractor tendering for a Council contract for road works offers to seal the 

road to a member’s house. The member would not be seen as impartial or fair when 
choosing the contractor for the job. 

Information and Opportunities 
• Example: a member may know a lot of information about tenders for contracts coming 

up in the MRC area before the tenders are made public. Conflicts can arise if the 
member gives this information to a friend or relative working for a company so they 
can have a better chance of winning the contract. 

Undue Influence 
• Example: a member tries to pressure a hotel in Alice Springs into providing free 

accommodation, because they are a member of Council. 
 
 

Declaring a Conflict of Interest 
As soon as practical after a member becomes aware of a conflict of interest in a matter that 
has come up or is about to come up before or during a meeting (council, local authority or 
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council committee), the member must disclose or tell the relevant interest to the meeting and 
to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of MRC. 

 
Details of members’ interests and the nature of those interests will be recorded in the 
relevant Register of Interests published on the Council’s website and to be available for any 
member of the public to look over at the Council’s public office. 
 
In addition, if a member enters into a personal or business relationship with another member 
or Council employee that could result in a conflict of interest, then this relationship must be 
reported to the President and CEO. A file note will be made and recorded on the relevant 
Register of Interests. 

 
Uncertainty about whether a conflict of interest exists or not 
If a member is unsure whether or not they have a conflict of interest, they should give full 
details to the CEO or seek independent legal advice. 

 
The CEO does not have a responsibility to decide whether or not a member has a conflict of 
interest in a matter.  The responsibility for determining whether a member has a conflict of 
interest is up to  the individual member. 

 
If you do have a Conflict of Interest 
After a member has disclosed the nature of the interest, the member must not, without 
approval from the Minister: 

• be present during any discussion of the meeting when the matter is being discussed 
• take part in any decision related to the matter 
• Influence another member in their decision. 
 

Members will not become involved in the promotion or endorsement of products and/or 
services unless this has been approved in line with Council’s policies and Code of Conduct. 

 
Complaints Regarding Failure to Disclose an Interest 
Any person may make a complaint that a member has or may have failed to disclose or tell 
of a conflict of interest. All complaints should be directed to the MRC CEO. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Disclosure of Interests Policy helps Council to ensure that: 

• the business of Council is conducted with efficiency, fairness, and integrity; and 
• members act in the best interests of Council and do not seek personal or family gain 

when performing their duties or use their public office for personal gain. 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
ITEM NUMBER 5.1 
TITLE Confirmation of Previous Minutes  
REFERENCE - 183166 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is to consider the unconfirmed minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Local Authority members are to consider the presented unconfirmed minutes carefully before 
they decide if they are a true record of their last meeting.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Unconfirmed minutes of the Local Authority meeting held 30 November 2017   
  



Attachment 1 Unconfirmed minutes of the Local Authority meeting held 30 November 2017 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
ITEM NUMBER 5.2 
TITLE Action Register 
REFERENCE - 185904 
AUTHOR Gracie-Rose Matteucci, Governance Officer         
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report provides a running list of Local Authority action items as reported in previous 
meetings. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note the progress reports on actions from the minutes of 
previous meetings as received. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This report gives the Local Authority an opportunity to check that actions from previous 
meetings are being implemented. 
 
Action Item- Mural on Ablution block  (raised on 28/09/2017) 
Summary of action item: 
The Local Authority request Council invite the Centre for Disease Control to paint a mural on 
the outside of the ablution block. 
 
Emma Stanford (Indigenous Eye Health)  emailed on 20 November as follows: 
We are pleased to hear that Finke is keen to be involved in trachoma health promotion and 
an art mural project. I know Lauren Jeffs mentioned the interest when she was in Finke a 
few weeks ago.We would be very happy to work with the Local Authority and others in the 
community towards a project in 2018. We have started some planning for next year so will 
keep you in the loop on this. I will ask Lauren to follow up with you about potential timing for 
next year. 
 
Update: Mural will be completed in May 2018 
 
Action Item- Tyre Craft Workshop (raised on 28/09/2017) 
Summary of action item: 
The Local Authority request Council contact CDP providers about the possibility of finding / 
sharing the expense for the tyre craft workshop. 
 
Update: Complete – recommend close 
 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY PLANS 
ITEM NUMBER 6.1 
TITLE Local Authority Project Report 
REFERENCE - 186051 
AUTHOR Graham Murnik, Director Service Centre Delivery         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is to make decisions about where to allocate their Project Funds. 
Funding for Local Authority projects is part of a grant received from Department of Local 
Government and Community Services.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the progress of their Local Authority 
projects 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
 
1. Install a volleyball court where the demolished BMX track is ($35,388)  

Update: Complete 
 

2. Install fencing around the volleyball court ($13,000)  
     Update: money to come out of 2018/19 funding 

 
3. 4x Grand stands around the volleyball court ($12,000 total)  

Update 
     Update: money to come out of 2018/19 funding 

 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Local Authority is responsible for consulting with community members to ensure that 
community priorities are taken into account when allocating project funds. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT AND TIMING 
Funds from the grant have two years from the date of issue to be acquitted (i.e. 1 July 2016 
until 30 June 2018). 
 
CONSULTATION 
The Local Authority and community 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY PLANS 
ITEM NUMBER 6.2 
TITLE Discretionary Funds - Finke 
REFERENCE - 186638 
AUTHOR Gracie-Rose Matteucci, Senior Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is granted $4,000 from the Council every new financial year to spend on 
enhancing the community and decisions about how to spend this money must benefit 
everybody. This money can not be carried over from year to year and it must be spent (with 
goods received) between 1 July and 30 June. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note their spending of discretionary money to date. 
 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
 
Date 
Authorised 

Reason Supplier Money spent 

28/09/2017 Vouchers for Tidy Towns prizes  $903.50 
 $903.50 
 
 
The remainder of Local Authority Discretionary Funds is $3,096.50 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Local Authority is responsible for consulting with community members to ensure that 
community priorities are taken into account when allocating discretionary funds. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT AND TIMING 
Funds from the grant have one year from the date of issue to be acquitted (i.e. 1 July 2016 
until 30 June 2017). 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
The Local Authority and community 
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.1 
TITLE Nominations for Finke Local Authority 
REFERENCE - 185549 
AUTHOR Gracie-Rose Matteucci, Senior Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
There are currently 1 vacant position on the Finke Local Authority. Nominations for this 
positions closed on 13 February 2018. The Council is seeking a good community member 
that will be assertive and help put forward ideas to make the community better. Council 
makes the appointments to Local Authorities at its next Ordinary Council meeting after 
hearing from the Local Authorities and the communities about the suitability of nominees. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority consider the nomination received for the vacant Local 
Authority member position and give their recommendation on these nominees up to 
Council. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Finke Local Authority is made up of 7 local members and 4 Councilors. They have 4 Local 
Authority meetings a year and discuss things like council service delivery, project funding 
and project ideas and progress, finances etc. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Community Service Coordinator 
Local Authority members 
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.2 
TITLE Community Service Finke Local Authority Report 
REFERENCE - 186506 
AUTHOR Rohan Marks, Director Community Services         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report provides an update on Community Services program delivery.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the Community Services report. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• The Early Learning program was fully delivered this reporting period, except for the 
approved closure from the 18th December to 8th January.  
 

 
 
Other Updates 

• MacKids staff are working with Centrelink to ensure all families are aware of the new 
funding changes and their requirements to register for the new childcare subsidy 
between April and June. The new funding arrangements will commence 2nd July 2018. 

• Two Educators have completing a Diploma of Education and Care (Early Childhood) 
through Batchelor Institute. They will be required to attend 4 training blocks of one 
week in Alice Springs; the first block will be held in March.  

• The Team Leader attended a MacKids workshop in Alice Springs during February. The 
workshop focussed on the development of Quality Improvement Plans for the service 
to ensure the Service is continually improving. 

 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

•  There were no service disruptions during this reporting period. 
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Other Updates  

• Current vacancies 
o 1 x Senior Community Safety Officer (25 hours per week) 

• During this reporting period the Finke Community Safety team responded to a very 
serious incident involving threats of harm.  The team has been reorganised for their 
effective response to this incident and for going above and beyond what was required 
of the roles. 

• Community Safety team members have been registered for the Certificate III 
Community Safety delivered by Charles Darwin University. Training will commence in 
March and conclude December 2018.  

• Institute for Aboriginal Development has been contracted to deliver Language Literacy 
and Numeracy training for Community Safety Officers in March and June 2018. 

 
HOME CARE 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• All Home Care services fully delivered this reporting period. 

• 27 children received breakfast, morning tea and lunch through the School Nutrition 
Program (average per day). 

 
Other Updates 

• Charles Darwin University visited for 1 week in this period to deliver units of accredited 
training as part of the Certificate III in Individual Support course.  

Finke Home Care 
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YOUTH SERVICES 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• Due to extreme heat and the limited access to the Rec hall, programs types have been 
limited and participation has been lower than usual. 

• Programs delivered included skill games, AFL Football, Basketball, and Tennis. 

 
 
Other Updates 

• Staff are working with NPY to better coordination access to the Rec Hall for indoor 
activity delivery. 

• A team from Finke will compete in an inter community Five-a-side Soccer Competition 
to be held during March. 

 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES, OPTIONS 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Manager Children’s Services – Margaret Harrison 
Acting Manager Community Safety – Peter Devine 
Manager Home Care – Praveen Gopal 
Manager Youth Services – Bianca Rayner 
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.3 
TITLE Community Safety Survey 
REFERENCE - 184320 
AUTHOR Peter Devine, Acting Manager Community Safety         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The MacDonnell Council Community Safety team have put together a survey to ask 
community members what they think the main issues in Finke are. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority talk about their safety concerns for Finke. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Community Safety patrols are facilitated and delivered in twelve MacDonnell Regional 
Council communities through its Community services. This is a vital community program that 
protects vulnerable and at risk people by using cultural mediation skills, engaging with youth 
people, defusing potentially violent incidents and reducing adverse contact for local people 
with the criminal justice system. 
Throughout MacDonnell Regional Council communities the Community Safety program 
maintains an indigenous employment rate of 80% across the workforce of Coordinators, 
Team Leaders to Community Safety Officers. This capacity is achieved by Council’s support 
and development of skills and confidence of community residents to deliver effective 
community safety measures through both on the job and registered training. Community 
Safety Officers are supported in their Certificate 3 training in Community Services with 
Charles Darwin University. 
Community Safety Officers also play a pivotal role in maintaining cohesion at community 
sports carnivals in the MacDonnell Regional Council area, neighbouring council areas and in 
Alice Springs. Patrols from neighbouring communities support each other’s events, together 
strengthening community safety for all concerned. MacDonnell Council’s Community Safety 
teams also worked closely with Tangentyere Council, Central Desert Regional Council and 
the Northern Territory Police when people from across Central Australia converged in Alice 
Springs for major events. 
 
CONSULTATION 
MRC Community Safety team 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Community Safety Survey-Finke.pdf   
  



Attachment 1 Community Safety Survey-Finke.pdf 
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FINANCE 
ITEM NUMBER 8.1 
TITLE Expenditure Report as at 31 December 2017 
REFERENCE - 186644 
AUTHOR Bhan Pratap, Director Corporate Services         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The expenditure report shows spending until 31 December 2017 in the Local Authority’s 
community. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the expenditure report as at 31 December 
2017. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The attached Finance Report details the budget, variance, and actual expenditure on 
Council services in the community. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES, OPTIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The attached report details the expenditure for the Local Authority which is part of the full 
Council’s approved budget. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Management Team 
Sheree Kane, Co-Ordinator Grants 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Expenditure Report 31 December 2017   
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DEPUTATIONS / GUEST SPEAKERS 
ITEM NUMBER 9.1 
TITLE Empowered Communities  
REFERENCE - 186640 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
Empowered Communities would like to share with the Local Authority members:  
 

• What Empowered Communities has been up to in the NPY region 
• What Anangu from across the NPY region have told them are the big issues, and  

some ideas on what they want to see done about it 
• What they have found out and started to do about these issues 
• To discuss the next steps of creating an Anangu led, 5 year development plan for the 
   NPY region  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the information from Empowering 
Communities.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 

From Empowered Communities: Our Indigenous Empowerment framework is based on 
the premise that Indigenous Australians have a right to development, which includes our 
economic, social and cultural development as families, individuals and communities and as 
Indigenous peoples. It recognises the primacy of the local nature of peoples and places, and 
is aimed at the empowerment of the families and individuals connected to those peoples and 
places. We recommend national and regional institutions only to support an enabling 
framework for place-based development agendas. 

There are two parts to our development goal. They are each of equal importance, and are to 
be pursued concurrently and constantly tested to determine whether we are most 
productively using available resources and opportunities. 

First, our goal is to close the gap on the social and economic disadvantage of the Indigenous 
Australians of the Empowered Communities regions. 

Second, we aim to enable the cultural recognition and determination of Indigenous 
Australians of the Empowered Communities regions so that we can preserve, maintain, 
renew and adapt our cultural and linguistic heritage and transmit our heritage to future 
generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
   



FINKE LOCAL AUTHORITY  15 MARCH 2018  
 

- 27 - 

OTHER BUSINESS 
ITEM NUMBER 10.1 
TITLE ABC Backroads episode about Finke 
REFERENCE - 186639 
AUTHOR Darren Pfitzner, Governance Communications 

OFFICER         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
Having previously organised for Backroads (national television series profiling small and 
lesser known towns) to do a show about Hermannsburg, MRC Communications Officer, 
Darren Pfitzner has been talking with the show’s producers about doing a show about Finke. 
In their last series they did a double episode about Maree and Oodnadatta and they are very 
keen to now profile Finke.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept this information about ABC Backroads 
coming to Finke. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The proposed idea is to stay in the community from 4-13 June to meet residents and have 
them tell their stories. The visit will also cover the lead up and include the Finke Community 
Sports Carnival and the half way of the Finke Desert Race.  
It will also be an excellent opportunity to show the country how good the waste management 
and other Council services are as well as selling Finke’s attractions for tourists. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
Finke Local Authority 
Communications Officer, Darren Pfitzner 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
ITEM NUMBER 10.2 
TITLE Other non-Council Business 
REFERENCE - 185543 
AUTHOR Gracie-Rose Matteucci, Governance Officer         
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The Department of Housing and Community Development will be in attendance to 
provide any updates necessary and answer queries from the Local Authority as they 
arise. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept any information or updates from the 
Department of Housing and Community Development. 
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