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MACDONNELL COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 
TITLE MacDonnell Council Code of Conduct 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report contains all of the details about the MacDonnell Council Code of Conduct Policy. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Santa Teresa Local Authority note the Council Code of Conduct. 
 
MacDonnell Regional Council Code of Conduct 

 
Interests of the Council and Community come first 
A member must act in the best interests of the community, its outstations and the 
Council. 

Honesty 
A member must be honest and act the right way (with integrity) when performing official 
duties. 

Taking care 
A member must be careful to make good decisions (diligence), and must not be under 
the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs, when performing official duties. 

Respect/Courtesy 
A member must be respectful to other members, council staff, constituents and 
members of the public. 

Conduct towards council staff 
A member must not direct, reprimand, or interfere in the management of council staff. 

Respect for culture 
A member must respect different cultures, families and language groups (cultural 
diversity) and not be unfair towards others, or the opinions of others, because of their 
background. 

Conflict of interest 
A member must, if possible, avoid conflict of interest between the member's private 
interests (family, other job, business etc.) and duties. 

Where a conflict exists, the member must inform the Council, Local Authority or Council 
Committee and not take part in the discussion or vote. 

Respect for private business 
A member must not share private (confidential) information that they heard as a 
member, outside of meetings. 

A member must not make improper use of confidential information to gain a benefit or to   
cause harm to another. 
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Gifts 
A member must not ask for or encourage gifts or private benefits from anyone who 
might want to do business with or obtain a benefit from Council. 

Accountable 
A member must be able to show that they have made good decisions for the 
community, and have allocated the Council’s resources carefully and to benefit the 
region. 

Failure to comply with this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
The Code of Conduct Policy helps Council to ensure that the: 

• MacDonnell Regional Council (MRC) exercises strong and accountable 
governance; 

• constituents of MRC are aware of the behaviours they can expect from members. 
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CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

ITEM NUMBER 4.2 
TITLE Conflict of Interests 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report outlines the minimum standard of behaviour expected of the Local Authority in relation to 
declaring personal or family financial interests that may impact on the performance of their roles and 
ability to make objective decisions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Santa Teresa Local Authority note the Conflict of Interest Policy and declare  
any conflicts either now or as they arise. 

BACKGROUND 
Conflicts of interest arise when members are influenced, or appear to be influenced, by 
personal interests when doing their jobs. The perception of a conflict of interest – the way it 
seems to the public - can be as damaging as an actual conflict, because it undermines 
public confidence in the integrity and fairness of MacDonnell Regional Council (MRC). 
 
Under the Local Government Act, not declaring a conflict of interest or improperly disclosing 
information can lead to imprisonment. 
 
Examples of conflicts of interest and improper disclosure of information: 
Tendering and Purchasing – financial conflict of interest 

• Example: Council has advertised for a contractor for irrigation of a football oval. A 
member is employed by a company which has tendered for the contract. This may 
affect, or it may reasonably be suspected that it could affect, their ability to make an 
unbiased or fair decision when the contract choice is considered by Council. 

Tendering and Purchasing – non-financial conflict of interest 
• Example: A contractor tendering for a Council contract for road works offers to seal the 

road to a member’s house. The member would not be seen as impartial or fair when 
choosing the contractor for the job. 

Information and Opportunities 
• Example: a member may know a lot of information about tenders for contracts coming 

up in the MRC area before the tenders are made public. Conflicts can arise if the 
member gives this information to a friend or relative working for a company so they 
can have a better chance of winning the contract. 

Undue Influence 
• Example: a member tries to pressure a hotel in Alice Springs into providing free 

accommodation, because they are a member of Council. 
 
Declaring a Conflict of Interest 
As soon as practical after a member becomes aware of a conflict of interest in a matter that 
has come up or is about to come up before or during a meeting (council, local authority or 
council committee), the member must disclose or tell the relevant interest to the meeting and 
to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of MRC. 
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Details of members’ interests and the nature of those interests will be recorded in the 
relevant Register of Interests published on the Council’s website and to be available for any 
member of the public to look over at the Council’s public office. 
 
In addition, if a member enters into a personal or business relationship with another member 
or Council employee that could result in a conflict of interest, then this relationship must be 
reported to the President and CEO. A file note will be made and recorded on the relevant 
Register of Interests. 

 
Uncertainty about whether a conflict of interest exists or not 
If a member is unsure whether or not they have a conflict of interest, they should give full 
details to the CEO or seek independent legal advice. 

 
The CEO does not have a responsibility to decide whether or not a member has a conflict of 
interest in a matter.  The responsibility for determining whether a member has a conflict of 
interest is up to  the individual member. 

 
If you do have a Conflict of Interest 
After a member has disclosed the nature of the interest, the member must not, without 
approval from the Minister: 

• be present during any discussion of the meeting when the matter is being discussed 
• take part in any decision related to the matter 
• Influence another member in their decision. 
 

Members will not become involved in the promotion or endorsement of products and/or 
services unless this has been approved in line with Council’s policies and Code of Conduct. 

 
Complaints Regarding Failure to Disclose an Interest 
Any person may make a complaint that a member has or may have failed to disclose or tell 
of a conflict of interest. All complaints should be directed to the MRC CEO. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Disclosure of Interests Policy helps Council to ensure that: 

• the business of Council is conducted with efficiency, fairness, and integrity; and 
• members act in the best interests of Council and do not seek personal or family gain 

when performing their duties or use their public office for personal gain. 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
ITEM NUMBER 5.1 
TITLE Confirmation of previous minutes 
REFERENCE - 178955 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer        
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is to consider the unconfirmed minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Local Authority members are to consider the presented unconfirmed minutes carefully before 
they decide if they are a true record of their last meeting. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Unconfirmed minutes of meeting held 18 October 2017 4 Pages  
  



Attachment 1 Unconfirmed minutes of meeting held 18 October 2017 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
ITEM NUMBER 5.2 
TITLE Action Register 
REFERENCE - 178956 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer        
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report provides a running list of Local Authority action items as reported in previous 
meetings. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note the progress reports on actions from the minutes of 
previous meetings as received. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This report gives the Local Authority an opportunity to check that actions from previous 
meetings are being implemented. 
 
 Action Item- Yam Creek Road Signage (raised on 20/07/2016) 
Summary of action item: 
That the Local Authority request for the Director of Technical Services to contact the 
Department of Infrastructure and request signage for the road corner near Yam Creek. 
The Dept. Infrastructure (Road Maintenance Section) discussed the matter with the  
DIPL Traffic Section.  They will conduct a site assessment against some measures  
provided by traffic section. Assessment will happen in the next 2 weeks. If the  
measures provided indicate a signage requirement, these will be installed. 
 
DIPL to install the curve signs on the next sign run.  
 
Update: Complete. The signs were installed on the 13th October 2017.  
 
Action Item- Catholic Care (raised on 18/10/2017) 
Summary of action item: 
That the Local Authority request Council invite Catholic Care to the next LA meeting to 

discuss what services they provide in Santa Teresa.  
 
Update: Will be in attendance    
 
Action Item- MacYouth  (raised on 18/10/2017) 
Summary of action item: 
That the Local Authority request Council to invite a representative from the Youth Board to 
discuss what projects they might be interested in starting.  
 
Update: Natarlia Alice, Shakaila Williams, Simon Bloomfield and Fabian Davis will be 
in attendance.   
 
Action Item- Community Safety (raised on 18/10/2017) 
Summary of action item: 
That the Local Authority request Council to invite the Community Safety Manager to the 
November LA meeting to discuss night patrol services.   
 
Update: Director of Community Services will be in attendance on behalf of Community 
Safety Manager.  
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LOCAL AUTHORITY PLANS 
ITEM NUMBER 6.1 
TITLE Local Authority Project Report 
REFERENCE - 179018 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is to make decisions about where to allocate their Project Funds. 
Funding for Local Authority projects is part of a grant received from Department of Local 
Government and Community Services.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the progress of their LA projects. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 
At the Local Authority meeting on 2 March 2017, the Local Authority committed their Project 
Funds to the following priorities:  
 

1) Solar Lights in community black spots 
    Update: Currently being installed.  

 
2)  Fences around the two parks 

    Update: Still to be installed.  
 

3)  Additional play equipment for the parks (once they have selected this) 
Update: Still to be installed.  
 

4)  Seat benches for the rec hall  
   Update: Hawk Eye has said that they can do both sides of the rec hall in steel for 

$28,000 maximum and they will provide a written quote when he is in the 
community next.  

 
5)  Repairs to the windows in the rec hall to prevent leaking when it rains. 

 Update: Neata Glass and Grangers will do a quote when they are in the 
community next.  

 
6)  Astroturf for around the community swimming pool. 

Update: quoted at $ 3,458.00 for 20m long ($172.90 a metre) and 3.7m wide we 
need approx. $86,450.00 to do the whole pool area there is also Ezistrips to pull 
the turf together that is $141.55 for 15m. Inclusive of GST.  

 
7) 3 x small shade shelters for around the community swimming pool. 

Update: 4m x 3m shade structure are $2,170 each x 3 = $ 6,510 total cost.    
Inclusive of GST  

 
8)  Picnic table style seating for around the community swimming pool.  

 Update: picnic table with benches is $2,343 + $ 654.5 freight = $ 2,997.50 total 
cost. Inclusive of GST  

 
9)  2 x big shade structure at the cemetery.  

Update: 6m x 6m shade structures are $3,550 each x 2 = $7,100 total cost.  
Inclusive of GST.   

 
10)     Footpaths (per meter) to have around to community.  

Update: need to advise what type of footpaths.  
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ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
The Local Authority is responsible for consulting with community members to ensure that 
community priorities are taken into account when allocating project funds. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT AND TIMING 
Funds from the grant have two years from the date of issue to be acquitted (i.e. 1 July 2016 
until 30 June 2018). 
 
CONSULTATION 
The Local Authority and community 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY PLANS 
ITEM NUMBER 6.2 
TITLE Local Authority Discretionary Funds  
REFERENCE - 179020 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is granted $4,000 from the Council every new financial year to spend on 
enhancing the community and decisions about how to spend this money must benefit 
everybody. This money can not be carried over from year to year and it must be spent (with 
goods received) between 1 July and 30 June.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority discuss what to spend their discretionary funds on. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Authority have spent $1,272.61 of their discretionary funds to the following 
projects with $2,727.39 left to allocate before June 30 2018. 
 
 

1) Allocated $472.61 to the footy presentation BBQ.   
 Update: complete  

 
2) Allocated $400 for store vouchers for the gardening competition (8 x $50).  
Update: complete  

 
3) Allocated $400 towards Bunnings for Tidy Town Prizes (8 x $50).  

      Update: complete  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT AND TIMING 
Funds from the grant have one year from the date of issue to be acquitted (i.e. 1 July 2016 
until 30 June 2017). 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
The Local Authority and community 
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.1 
TITLE Nominations for Santa Teresa Local Authority 
REFERENCE - 179270 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
SUMMARY: 
There are currently 2 vacant positions on the Santa Teresa Local Authority. The Council is 
seeking good community members that will be assertive and help put forward ideas to make 
the community better. Council makes the appointments to Local Authorities at its next 
Ordinary Council meeting after hearing from the Local Authorities and the communities 
about the suitability of nominee. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority consider the nomination from Louise Cavanagh for the 
vacant Local Authority member position and give their recommendation on the 
nominee up to Council. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Santa Teresa Local Authority is made up of 7 local members and 4 Councilors. They 
have 4 Local Authority meetings a year and discuss things like council service delivery, 
project funding and project ideas and progress, finances etc. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Community Service Coordinator 
Local Authority members 
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.2 
TITLE Service Delivery Report 
REFERENCE - 179316 
AUTHOR Annalisa Young, Council Service Cordinator         
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report is a summary of achievements relating to Key Council Service Delivery standards 
and guidelines in Santa Teresa and documents any other relevant issues. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Local Authority note and accept the Service Delivery Report. 
 
Animal Management 
The VET visited 2nd – 6th October. It was a successful visit. We have no reports as of yet. 
 
Cemetery Management 
The Cemetery has been worked on and we are also speaking to families about putting more 
head stones with plaques written with the family members name on them. 
 
Parks and Open Spaces  

•  Weekly maintenance done in both parks. 
• The Civil Team have started planting trees in public open spaces and near the store 
 
 

 
 
 
Sports Grounds 
No update. 
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Waste Management  
• Hard rubbish is being done on a weekly basis along with emu pick ups 
• We have organised a community clean up day at the end of the month in conjunction 

with the school and Catholic Care.  
 

Other Relevant Matters 
• Civil are continuing to put up fences, there is 8 left to do. At the moment we are doing 

lots 296 and 297.  
• The solar lights in both parks have been put up. We have already identified black 

spots around the community for another 5 lights to go up.  
• Fencing and new play equipment to be put in both parks.  

 
Community Clean up Day  

• Santa Teresa won two awards at the Tidy Town awards night. A community 
participation award and Waste Management. It was a great night and we a striving to 
win the overall winner next year.  
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COUNCIL LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ITEM NUMBER 7.3 
TITLE Community Service Santa Teresa Local Authority 

Report 
REFERENCE - 179417 
AUTHOR Rohan Marks, Director Community Services         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This report provides an update on Community Service program delivery.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the Community Services program delivery.  
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• All Children Service programs fully delivered this reporting period 
 

 
 
Other Updates 

• High school students visiting the Santa Teresa school volunteered their time at the 
Early Learning Centre. They had a great experience seeing how a remote Early 
Childhood programs operates and they added to the children’s learning experience. 

 
 

Santa Teresa Children’s Services 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY  
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• All services were delivered this reporting period. 
 

 
 
Other Updates 

• The team are working with NT Police, have participated in Community Safety meetings 
and where possible are ensuring the service operates on days when NT Police are 
rostered off. 

 
• The team are working with Catholic Care to assist the bus that transports young school 

age children from the Club (Recreation Hall) to home after evening activities finish. 
This is working successfully with School attendance of 85% being reported. 

 
• Santa Teresa Community Safety Team welcomed the CRANA plus Team who visited 

this month. Team Leader John Wallace and newly appointed Senior Community 
Safety Officer Terry Alice took them on several patrols and shared local knowledge 
with them to assist the CRANA plus staff members in developing a training package 
for NT based Community Night Patrol teams. 
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YOUTH SERVICES 
Service Delivery and Engagement 

• All Youth programs were fully delivered this reporting period. 
 

 
 
Average Participants per Activity: 

o Sports and Recreation  16 
o Leadership and Culture  3 
o Safety and Diversion  20 
o Jobs, Education and Training 6 
o Staff Development   1 

• During this reporting period, MacYouth Santa Teresa hosted the Eastern Region 
Women’s Basketball competition. 

 
• Numerous programs were delivered throughout this reporting period. Programs 

included; Basketball, Bush Trips, Skate Boarding, Cooking, Discos, Band Practice, 
Snooker and activities at the local swimming pool.  

 
Other Updates 

• Following reports of sniffing within the community, MacYouth was supported by 
CAYLUS, Waltja and BushMob to minimise this behaviour and educate young people 
on the effects of sniffing substances. 8 young females (between ages 12 – 18) were 
taken on a bush trip to talk about issues that they are facing and ways they can be 
supported. 
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Eastern Region Basketball Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Manager Children’s Services – Margaret Harrison 
Acting Manager Community Safety – Peter Devine 
Manager Youth Services – Bianca Rayner 
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FINANCE 
ITEM NUMBER 8.1 
TITLE Expenditure Report as at 30 June 2017 
REFERENCE - 179358 
AUTHOR Sheree Kane, Coordinator Grants         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The expenditure report shows spending until 30 June 2017 in the Local Authority’s 
community. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the expenditure report as at 30 June 2017. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The attached Finance Report details the budget, variance, and actual expenditure on 
Council services in the community. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES, OPTIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The attached report details the expenditure for the Local Authority which is part of the full 
Council’s approved budget. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Management Team 
Sheree Kane, Co-Ordinator Grants 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Expenditure Report as at 30 June 2017.pdf   
  



Attachment 1 Expenditure Report as at 30 June 2017.pdf 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 26 
 

 



Attachment 1 Expenditure Report as at 30 June 2017.pdf 
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FINANCE 
ITEM NUMBER 8.2 
TITLE Expenditure Report as at 30 September 2017 
REFERENCE - 179359 
AUTHOR Sheree Kane, Coordinator Grants         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The expenditure report shows spending until 30 September 2017 in the Local Authority’s 
community. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the expenditure report as at 30 September 
2017. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The attached Finance Report details the budget, variance, and actual expenditure on 
Council services in the community. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES, OPTIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The attached report details the expenditure for the Local Authority which is part of the full 
Council’s approved budget. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Management Team 
Sheree Kane, Co-Ordinator Grants 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Expenditure Report as at 31 September 2017    
  



Attachment 1 Expenditure Report as at 31 September 2017 
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Attachment 1 Expenditure Report as at 31 September 2017 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 30 
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FINANCE 
ITEM NUMBER 8.3 
TITLE Annual Report 2016/17 
REFERENCE - 179360 
AUTHOR Sheree Kane, Coordinator Grants         
 
LINKS TO STRATEGIC PLAN 
Goal 04: A Supportive Organisation 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The Local Authority is asked to receive and note the Council’s Annual Report for the 
Financial Year Ended 30 June 2017. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the Council’s Annual Report for the 2016/17 
Financial Year. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Council’s Annual Report are provided for the Local Authority’s information. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES, OPTIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The Annual Report shows all information for the Year Ending 30 June 2017. 
 
CONSULTATION 
Executive Leadership Team 
Council Elected Members 
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DEPUTATIONS / GUEST SPEAKERS 
ITEM NUMBER 9.1 
TITLE Tachoma - Centre for Disease Control (CDC) 
REFERENCE - 179271 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
This year CDC are doing Trachoma Screening and Mass Drug Administrations 
(MDA)/Community wide treatments for the Trachoma infection. They would like to present to 
the Local Authority to let you know about the program and the reasons why they are visiting. 
They will also be free to answer any questions 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept the presentation from the Centre for Disease 
Control (CDC) regarding Trachoma. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
ITEM NUMBER 10.1 
TITLE Other non-Council Business 
REFERENCE - 179021 
AUTHOR Jacinta Barbour, Governance Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Department of Housing and Community Development will be in attendance to 
provide any updates necessary and answer queries from the Local Authority as they 
arise. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Local Authority note and accept any information or updates from the 
Department of Housing and Community Development. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
That the Local Authority requests the Dept. Housing and Community Development:  
 
1) Find out if the Local Authority is allowed to use project funds to purchase a dialysis chair.  
 
2) Look into getting a curved black and white arrow sign for bends in the roads on 

community.  
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